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PUBLIC NOTICE 
Castle Air Force Base – Northern Taxiway, Underground Fuel 

Leak 2, and Test Center Complex 1 
Santa Fe Drive, Atwater, CA 

Public Notice: The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Central Valley Region (Central Valley Water Board) invites public 
comment on a request for regulatory closure, made on behalf of the 
United States Air Force Civil Engineer Center (AFCEC) for the 
Northern Taxiway, Underground Fuel Leak 2 (UFL-2) and Test Center 
Complex 1 (TCC-1) sites at the former Castle Air Force Base, located 
in Merced County, CA. 

This Public Notice fact sheet provides general information on the sites. 
A map showing the location of the former sites is attached (Figure 1). 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 19 December – 20 January 2020 

CASE SUMMARY: 

Central Valley Water Board staff have approved the Air Force’s 
request for regulatory closure, or ‘no further action’ (NFA), at three 
sites at the former Castle Air Force Base. These sites historically 
contained petroleum infrastructure that leaked petroleum to the 
subsurface. The Air Force concludes that the several investigations 
and removal actions at the sites have resulted in an insignificant risk 
to human health and the environment as summarized below. 

The Northern Taxiway site was the location of a former jet fuel spill on 
the northern edge of the runway. Although remedial actions were not 
conducted at this site, several investigations into soil, soil vapor, and 
groundwater do not indicate a significant risk to human health or the 
environment. Shallow soil and groundwater are not impacted and high 
oxygen contents in soil prove active biodegradation will continue to 
reduce the residual petroleum contamination that remains. 

UFL-2 was the site of a former leaking fuel pipeline used to convey 
JP-4 fuel at an area used for aircraft parking, inspection, and service. 
An excavation, several investigations, and soil vapor extraction (SVE) 
were utilized at the site to remediate contaminated soil and soil vapor. 
Confirmation sampling conducted after remediation indicates 
significant petroleum removal from the subsurface and insignificant 
impacts to groundwater quality. 

TCC-1 was a former jet engine testing facility that contained three 
buildings and a discharge area. The buildings had various 
infrastructure associated with petroleum storage, conveyance, and 
waste fluid separation. This included an oil-water separator (OWS), 
two above-ground storage tanks (ASTs), and an underground
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storage tank (UST) that were all removed by 1993. Investigations have occurred at TCC-1 since 
1984, and remedial actions to remove petroleum from the subsurface primarily included the operation 
of a SVE system. Confirmation sampling conducted after the SVE operation indicate significant 
reduction of petroleum hydrocarbons and insignificantly impacted groundwater. Site specific models 
also indicate insignificant risk for residual petroleum hydrocarbons to leach to groundwater or 
vaporize to outdoor or indoor air. 

Central Valley Water Board staff evaluated characteristics of the three sites against criteria from the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s Low-Threat Underground Storage Tank Case Closure Policy 
(Low-Threat Closure). According to the Low-Threat Closure policy, all sites meet criteria for closure 
because they do not present a significant threat to human health, safety, or the environment. 

Central Valley Water Board staff agree with the Air Force’s request for NFA at the three sites. The Air 
Force’s request for NFA at the Northern Taxiway, UFL-2, and TCC-1 is now open to the public for 
comments and concerns for a period of 30 days. 

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

Historical reports and the requests for NFA can be viewed by accessing the State Water Resources 
Control Board’s GeoTracker respective websites at: 

Northern Taxiway:https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T10000010472 

UFL-2: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=DOD100048700 

TCC-1: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=DOD100052500 

The case file for the sites are also available for review at the Central Valley Water Board office 
located at 11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. To make an appointment 
for a file review, please call (916) 464-4636. 

HOW DO I PARTICIPATE? 

Any interested individual can learn more about the case by contacting either Mr. Roy Willis with 
AFCEC or Mr. John Murphy with the Central Valley Water Board. Written comments regarding 
concerns or issues on the planned regulatory closure for the sites must be submitted to John Murphy 
at the Central Valley Water Board by 20 January 2020. 

Mr. John T. Murphy 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
(916) 464-4636 
John.murphy@waterboards.ca.gov 

Mr. Roy Willis 
AFCEC/CIBW 
2661 Hughes Ave, Suite 155 
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 
(210) 395-9452 
roy.willis@us.af.mil 
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